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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Franklin’s Fantasies is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Franklin’s Fantasies promotes and supports the use of violence or coercion to compel 
a person to participate in, or submit to, sexual conduct. The book is a paperback novel 
which tells a complex and far-fetched story of a young man who falls victim to the 
sexual designs of aggressive, sex-obsessed women. The story provides the context for 
a number of detailed and explicit descriptions of sexual encounters, dreams and 
fantasies, many with a strongly sado-masochistic character. Several contain themes of 
sexual violence, including a sado-masochistic episode which involves a rape. The 
victim is fearful and panicky but highly aroused by the incident. In another passage the 
main character dreams about sexually violating his wife. The book presents this 
behaviour as justified by the woman’s supposed sexual inadequacy. The dream 
incident, which includes physical assaults and verbal abuse, is expressed in 
misogynistic terms. The reader is invited to share the male character’s feelings of 
power and control over a woman. The passages described present rape scenarios in 
explicit detail for the titillation and sexual arousal of the reader. The book supports the 
myths that women who do not sexually satisfy their partners deserve to be raped, and 
that victims of rape enjoy the experience. 

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act (the NZBR Act) guarantees the right to 
freedom of expression. Section 14 does not apply to this publication because it has 
been determined that Franklin’s Fantasies falls under the criteria of s3(2) of the Films, 
Videos, and Publications Classification Act (the FVPC Act). The deeming provisions of 
s3(2) of the FVPC Act override the rights and freedoms contained in si4 of the NZBR 
Act. 


OFLCRef: 9700831 


tmp98 





